
RightToRead
September 2017

Editor’s Note

Science and technology are driving tremen-
dous change around us. These innovations 
offer us a fulcrum that can transform the 
education landscape in India.

In 2015 over 1 million students in India’s 
government (and government-aided) 
schools were introduced to technology-
enabled reading of English in class. The 
results of this project have come through 
recently. Across board, students exposed 
to this method have shown remarkable 
reading improvement as compared to those 
who did not get the same opportunity. This 
project and these results are not a flash 
in the pan. The goal was to demonstrate 
technology integrated with the curriculum 
can solve the reading challenge effectively, 
efficiently, at speed and for scale. 

The good news has spread its wings 
beyond this country. Schools from neigh-
bouring countries and from Africa and 
Latin America are coming back with the 
same message ‘if its relevant and engaging, 
students will learn’.

The world around us is changing faster 
than ever before. Hundreds of millions of 
school-age children are hoping for solutions 
that prepare them to respond to the chal-
lenges ahead. Traditional methods have not 
been effective; we must move quickly lest it 
is too late for too many. The success of this 
initiative creates a compelling reason to 
consider such solutions for each school to 
reach every student. The time to act is now.

Sanjay Gupta

This year, International Literacy Day 
is being celebrated across the world 

under the theme of “Literacy in a digital 
World”. The basic definition of literacy is 
having the ability to read and write. 

Globally, despite economic and social 
progress at least 750 million adults and 
more than 250 million out-of-school 
children still lack basic literacy skills. 
Closer home, while the number of Indians 
who can read and write has improved 
since Independence, literacy in India is 
distributed unevenly. In rural India where 
it is significantly absent, it has continued 
to perpetuate poverty. Thirty-six percent of 
the world’s illiterate live in India. 

Since 2013, EnglishHelper™ has 
worked with Government schools across 
the country to improve basic reading 
skills of students. Today, ReadToMe™ a 
unique reading and comprehension soft-
ware is deployed in over 5000 schools, 

across multiple states in India used by 
thousands of teachers in the classroom. 
The initiative has been expanded ben-
efiting students and teachers in Africa 
and Latin America. Closer to home the 
program is now operational in Bangla-
desh and Sri Lanka. Across geographies 
despite various cultural nuances the prin-
ciple of teacher and student engagement 
applies commonly. Feedback  received 
from teachers in locations as diverse 
as Coimbatore and Dhaka reflect the 
increased levels of classroom energy.

“The students of Utsho Biddyaniketon 
in Dhaka and Sreepur, Gazipur eagerly 
wait for the classes. They enjoy the class 
so much because technology based class 
is rare in Bangladesh especially in a rural 
area like Sreepur, Gazipur. It is observed 
that when teachers have started using 
ReadToMe™ in classrooms the attendance 
rate of students is increasing than before.”

Tech-enabled reading: 
Measuring impact

RightToRead has been implemented in partnership with IL&FS Education and American India 
Foundation with support from USAID.

ReadToMe™ enabled classes in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Sierra Leone and 
Nicaragua.
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India – Test Results: 2016-17
Tech-enabled Reading Improvement

“2017 has witnessed continuing 
development in the attitude of the 
students towards the RightToRead 
program. One such being their ea-
gerness to attend the classes during 
which they have demonstrated 
active listening and a readiness to 
work towards self- improvement.

There is also an increased effort 
by majority of participants to speak 

English out of class hours which 
contrasts with pre-RightToRead 
when English was in constant com-
petition among this group.

There is great improvement in 
the participation of the students in 
relation to the overall assessment 
done. They were more eager to be 
assessed which created an atmos-
phere of total competition. They 

were also able to independently cor-
rect most of the mistakes they were 
making during the final assessment 
of 2016. Another indicator of the 
continual development of the pupils 
self-confidence and the usefulness 
of the RightToRead program” 

David Sandi,  
RightToRead Program Manager,  

Sierra Leone

In 2016-17, assessments were conducted 
as part of the USAID supported initiative in 
the states of Maharashtra, West Bengal, 
Gujarat and Punjab. Almost seventy thou-
sand Baseline and End line tests were con-
ducted. Students undertaking ReadToMe™ 
enabled classes consistently demonstrated 
~20% higher improvement as compared to 
students who have not been exposed to the 
program (Treatment vs Control Group).  This 
has validated that ReadToMe™ has a posi-
tive impact on English reading & compre-
hension of students undergoing the Right-
ToRead program.

Sierra Leone, Africa: Feedback  
& Test Results: 2016-17


