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Editor’s Note

A million is a statistic but each person 
is a fascinating story. We have spent 
the better part of a year implementing 
RightToRead across almost 5000 schools 
reaching over a million students. Tech-
nology that integrates with the curricu-
lum has made the leap from 100 schools 
and 20,000 students to a nationwide 
program appear to be relatively simple. 
That done, most recently, our teams have 
fanned out across the length and breadth 
of the project to observe, listen and learn 
from the stories of the people we touch.

This is the most rewarding period of 
our work. It is an amazing experience to 
visit schools and, as with much else in 
this vast and complex country, marvel at 
how things work. Above all, our hearts 
are filled with joy and hope when we find 
we are actually making a compelling 
difference.

We are also very proud of our work-
force, many of who are young and may 
find jobs that pay better and demand 
less. These citizen leaders have chosen to 
brave the less trodden path because they 
believe in what they do.

In this year ending edition of our 
Newsletter we bring you a few stories as 
told by our team. Please join us in thank-
ing them for their desire and dedication 
in changing lives for the better.

Best wishes for the New Year!

Sanjay Gupta

The roads we traverse take us to 
the lives of the people who are 

on the RightToRead journey. The 
teachers we meet are often excep-
tional in their dedication and devo-
tion to their young wards. When 
we launched RightToRead and 
commenced deploying our reading 
program in Government Schools we 
hoped at least 50% of teachers would 
welcome the use of technology in 
the classroom. We were astonished 
to see the overwhelming reception. 
Everywhere, since those initial days, 
thousands of teachers across schools 
and regions have been the real cham-
pions of RightToRead.

In March this year we visited a 
school in an economically backward 
area near Kolkata. Bankra Moberak 
Hossain Balika Vidyalaya in How-
rah has to be accessed by makeshift 
boats during the heavy monsoons 
when the gutter spews over to form a 
swollen lake. Students are first-gen-
eration learners and outside of the 

classroom have no exposure to Eng-
lish or receive any academic support.  
Manideepa Sen, the English teacher, 
is not derailed by these challenges. 
She has embraced the opportunity to 
use technology enabled reading for 
her class. 

The goal of the RightToRead 
initiative is to enable reading com-
prehension. The class text books are 
digitised and made available on the 
software. Teachers are trained and 
use it during English classes. The 
software has unique comprehension 
tools – the dictionary, picture dic-
tionary and a translator tool/vernacu-
lar word list. Undoubtedly, the use of 
technology in class engages students 
and helps with them being attentive, 
but a creative teacher can make read-
ing really fun.

Manideepa embodies the spirit of 
our teachers. These dedicated people 
are making RightToRead a huge 
success in classrooms across the 
country.

A Million Stories
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Stories From The Field
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Maharashtra - Nagpur
Maharashtra is the second most populous 

state in India with a literacy rate of 
82.9%. The RightToRead initiative in Maha-
rashtra covers 3720 government and aided 
schools in 29 districts. 

After sitting down to talk with the students, 
we learned so much. The students came from 
families where there was usually only one 
earning member. The parents were auto and 
tempo drivers, railway porters, construction 
workers and kabadiwallas. Yet, no matter 
which class they were in, each child had 
dreams bigger than the next and always re-
membered to add the importance of education 
in their message to other students across India.

While the physical infrastructure of the 
schools was no different in Nagpur, the 
administration left a strong impression. The 
principals were very involved, often attending 
classes themselves. The teachers, no matter 
how hesitant with using technology, were 
eager to learn, asked questions and requested 
‘hands on’ learning of how to handle the 
‘mouse’. “I say that now every class must 
become a digital class as only then can we 
keep the interest and engagement of the 
students. We are thankful for RTM, and hope 
our students can go far now.” said Mahadeo S 
Chaudhari, the Principal of Dadasaheb Thakre 
High School in Nagpur. 

Working with such zealous teachers, 
principals, and computer instructors, we are 
enabling lakhs of students to read English in 
Maharashtra.

Tamil Nadu - Coimbatore
The RightToRead project is in 40 schools in 

Tamil Nadu and our reading comprehen-
sion software, ReadToMe™ is in 15 schools 
in Coimbatore. The region has a very high 
literacy rate of 83.98%, with male literacy at 
89.06% and female literacy at 78.92%. 

“Students in my school come from a very 
poor background and do not have televisions, 
computers or cell phones at home. They 
see ReadToMe™ as a wonder and come to 
class with enthusiasm and excitement.” said 
Anbuselvi, the Principal of Corporation Girls 
High School, Selvapuram. The English teacher 
of the same school, N. Selvabarathi said 
“ReadToMe™ has helped even the weak and 
average students to read. RTM is especially 
helpful for memory poems.”

The teachers were unlike any we had seen 
in any other state. Gnana Selvi from Corpora-
tion High School, R.S. Puram West uses a trick 
of asking her weaker students to manage the 
software so that they pay more attention and 
feel motivated. The conversations we had with 
the students made us wonder if we,ourselves, 
thought like them at that age. Harinarayan a 
student of class 7 surprised us with her mes-
sage to other students all across India “do not 
let the fear of difficult classes make you not 
come to school. Continue studying and work 
hard. Don’t give up!”

West Bengal - Purulia 
According to the 2011 census, the aver-

age literacy rate of Purulia is 64.48% 
and the female literacy rate is 50.52%. The 
RightToRead project is in 769 schools in 
West Bengal and our reading comprehension 
software, ReadToMe™ is in 41 schools in 
Purulia. The students here are mainly first gen-

eration learners who come from either tribal or 
agrarian backgrounds. We even met a student, 
Shamfala, who was one of the first few of her 
tribe (Machual) to have ever been sent to get 
an education. 

While uniquely picturesque, Purulia has 
its own set of problems. We visited a school 
where they  told us that they could not hold 
class as the electricity was only available in the 

building on the other side of the road that day. 
Most schools were suffering from a lack of 
teaching staff; with the new regulations, teach-
ers are now scrambling to finish their B.Ed. 

The Pronounce Tool and the Picture Dic-
tionary are huge favourites in Purulia. Adarsan 
Mahato, a student of class 5, put it perfectly 
“I can hear clearly and everything is repeated. 
I love seeing the pictures. I don’t feel scared 
asking the teacher to hear or see something 
again and again. Whatever your problem, the 
computer will help!” 

Gujarat - Gandhinagar
According to the 2011 census, the average 

literacy rate of Gujarat is 78.03% and 
the female literacy rate is 69.68%. There are 
more than 36,000 primary schools for 18,000 
villages; almost double the number of villages 
in Gujarat and every child can get to a school 
within a radius of 1 km. However education 
is not priority and children are put to work as 
soon as they are able, as a majority of children 
in these schools come from economically 
deprived families where most parents are daily 
wagers & labourers.

The RightToRead project is in 80 schools in 
Gujarat. Our most amazing finding was to see 
how beautifully the teachers and students have 
adapted to technology in the class. Teachers, 
most of whom have never used a computer 
are now able to use ReadToMe™ (RTM) with 
great confidence and some now even say “I 
can’t think of taking any English class without 
RTM!”. “Reading” here is synonymous with 
reading aloud with RTM.

Regardless of the fact that English is taught 
as a language in Gujarat Government schools 
only from class 5 onwards, the need and re-
quirement for software enabled English learn-
ing has never been felt as much, as it is now.


