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Editor’s Note

Even as classrooms across the country 
hum with the sound of children reading; 
the RightToRead initiative enables the 
capture of very useful information.

In this issue we are highlighting two 
important levers impacting the rate of 
change in closing the reading gap.

We now have consistent feedback from 
teachers across the country validating 
the old adage - nothing succeeds like 
success! Students enjoy multi-sensory 
reading; their engagement leads to better 
retention and quicker learning. We hear 
reports of better attendance for technol-
ogy enabled classes. Significantly, teach-
ers say they are more effective in class. 
This is good news indeed.

Across a number of locations, we have 
undertaken baseline assessments of student 
English reading proficiency. This is im-
portant to demonstrate actual changes re-
corded because of the technology enabled 
reading intervention. The reports validate 
what has been observed anecdotally – the 
situation is dismal. The key challenge is the 
wide gap between student proficiency and 
the standard demanded by their text books.

The RightToRead team will focus on these 
elements – leveraging the engagement of 
students and teachers to offer technology 
enabled reading support in expanded ways 
– on phones or tablets and enhancing the 
subjects supported. The text book problem is 
particularly vexatious. Educator aspiration 
and student ability will need to be addressed 
simultaneously.

Sanjay Gupta

Implementing a technology enabled 
reading and comprehension solu-

tion for more than 1 million students 
and thousands of teachers in our 
government school network has been 
transformational! Over the past year 
our teams, partners and sponsors 
have visited schools across the coun-
try and observed classes and engaged 
with stakeholders.

The obvious benefits of a technol-
ogy solution - that has enabled us 
to scale with ease and effectiveness 
- aside, feedback from teachers has 
been exciting.

1. Students are engaged -Teachers 
believe the reading and comprehen-
sion solution deployed at the schools 
has greatly impacted the interest and 
engagement of the students. They 
believe that their jobs are now sim-
plified as even the last benchers pay 
attention and participate in the class.

2. Slower readers are not left 
behind -Teachers are appreciative 
for the speed modulation feature on 

the software which allows them to 
teach keeping in mind proficiency 
and pace of the student. Slower read-
ing speeds enable students with low 
proficiency to read in class.

3. Retention is higher -The soft-
ware enables multi-sensory reading 
and tools such as the Magnifier and 
Highlighter are extremely help-
ful especially in classes where the 
student strength is high. These tools 
help students to relate to words that 
are being read and helps retain new 
words.

4. Reading confidently -Teachers 
assert that a large percentage of their 
class can now read confidently.

When we visit schools where a 
science or math teachers confidently 
conducts an English class using 
existing curriculum with tools that 
enable learning (dictionary, picture 
dictionary or vernacular word list), 
we know technology is helping to 
solve for the most immediate needs 
of literacy and education.

A Year On!

RightToRead has been implemented in partnership with IL&FS Education and American India 
Foundation with support from USAID.



The Reading Crisis – Data Talks!
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RightToRead aims to improve English 
reading and comprehension levels of 

students in Government schools through 
the use of technology. It is critical to 
understand the current reading levels of 
students to set reasonable expectations 
of the gaps we need to bridge using the 
ReadToMe™ technology platform.

To this end Independent assessments 
were administered to students from vari-
ous Government schools across the states 
of Gujarat, Punjab and West Bengal1. 
The assessments were designed as base-
line and end line studies, to provide a 
snapshot of students’ reading levels at the 
beginning and at the end of the academic 
year, respectively. 

The assessments were designed in 
alignment with NCERT recommenda-
tions for learning levels. All assessments 
were based on the state textbook syl-
labus to retain contextual relevance. Test 
results of students from Grade 6 were 
examined across the states. 

The results of the baseline assessments 
give us a view of the challenging task 
ahead of us. Fewer than 1 in 4 students 

across the states who enter Grade 6 are 
really at Grade 3 level with respect to 
their English reading and comprehension 
abilities, the remaining being even lower.

This massive gap in student reading 

ability is a crisis that needs to be ad-
dressed urgently. RightToRead aims to 
demonstrate that technology can play a 
huge role in solving the problem – quick-
ly, efficiently and at scale.

1.  Assessments were also undertaken in Maharashtra; results were in-process at the time of writing this report.
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% correct is the percentage of questions that students answered 
correctly in each topic


